
  

Class 12, March 20 
Tonight – An Old Fashioned (1857 Style) Prayer Meeting 

The only place you will ever find power coming before prayer is in the 
dictionary.” 

McDow and Reid, Quoting an “elderly saint” in Firefall, page 256 

We studied the powerful businessmen noon time prayer meetings led by 
Jeremiah Lanphier in 1857 that led to the Layman’s Prayer Revival—a very 
powerful work of God.  Tonight, we duplicate that prayer meeting, using his 
rules for the prayer meetings: 

1. Open with a brief hymn. 

2. Opening prayer. 

3. Read a passage of Scripture. 

4. A time for requests, exhortations, and prayers. 

5. Prayer follows each request or at most two requests.  Each person 
is limited to no more than five minutes of comments and prayer. 

6. No controversial subjects are to be mentioned. 

7. At five minutes before the hour, a hymn is sung so the meeting can 
edd promptly on time. 

The flyer he used said that the prayer meetings “will continue for one hour; 
but it is also designed for those who find it inconvenient to remain more 
than 5 or ten minutes, as well as for those who can spare a whole hour.  
Necessary interruption will be slight, because anticipated.”  Those in haste 
often expedite their business engagements by halting to life their voices to 
the throne of grace in humble, grateful prayer.” 

His prayer meetings were completely different than other prayer meetings 
which lasted for hours—and even days.  Obviously, then, it is not the 
format but the prayer that leads to a movement of God. 


