
  

Class 3, Wednesday, December 6 
INTRO: ‘Holiday’ is short for ‘holy day.’ In the Old Testament, the 
family, not the synagogue, was the focus faith, and ‘holy days’ were a 
tool to teach the family faith.  Restoring the holidays as a tool for our 
own and our family’s spiritual growth is the focus of this class.   

A Short Summary of Old Testament Celebrations & Feasts 

Old Testament Hebrews celebrated Passover, Feast of Unleavened 
Bread, Feast of Firstfruits, Pentecost, Feast of Trumpets, the Day of 
Atonement, and the Feast of Tabernacles/Booths.  Thes 19 days and 
the Sabbath’s helped the family to emphasize the holy in their 
families 70 times per years! 

Christmas – Knowing the Story (The Magi, Matthew 2) 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King 
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is 
the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it 
rose and have come to worship him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem 
with him. 4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests 
and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be 
born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the 
prophet has written:  6”But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are 
by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come 
a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.” 7 Then Herod called the 
Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had 
appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search 
carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I 
too may go and worship him.” 

9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star 
they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over 
the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were 
overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his 
mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they 
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not 
to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 

What Do We Know About The Magi?  Myths / Truth 

1. Myth 1:  They w___________________________________  
 _______________________________________________ . 

2. Myth 2:  There w __________________________________  
 _______________________________________________ . 

3. Myth 3:  They r ___________________________________  
 _______________________________________________ . 

4. Myth 4:  They c ___________________________________  
 _______________________________________________ . 

5. Myth 5:  They f ___________________________________  
 _______________________________________________ . 

Passing on the Faith (Review & New) 
1. Include Jesus in the gift-giving. 

2. Have a child read the Christmas Story. 

3. Tell the story using the characters in your Nativity Set. 

4. Participate in your church’s Christmas events. 

5. Do a walk/ drive and have a senior member tell their story.  

6. Have d _________  
 _______________  
 ______________ . 

7. Include a f ______  
 _______________  
 ______________ . 


